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in a waiting in which hope predominated. No one knew
anything ? Oh, yes ! There were some people who knew.
At general headquarters the Commander-in-Chief was
issuing instructions drawn up in anticipation of the enemy
deciding to adopt his Kriegspiel of invasion of Holland and
Belgium.
At the front, each Commander opened the envelope
determining the part to be played by the units under
his orders in the present conjunction of events. Already
French armies, the B.E.F., and motorised units had started
off towards Holland and Belgium, whose governments
had called to Great Britain and France for help.
At the Ministry of War a silent man had his eyes fixed
on an immense map of the Western front. A choice of
two plans presented itself. To accept the enemy's
challenge and hurry to meet him in order to beat him
back or hold him in check: risk of a great victory, risk
of a great defeat. Alternatively, to allow him almost free
rein in Belgium and await him in force on a defensive
line, continuing from the end of the Maginot Line and
based on the great river arteries of the Scheldt and the
Meuse, This was a provisional plan of prudence. The
High Command decided in favour of the risk. So did
the Government. The Government had especially taken
into account the sentimental reasons for maximum help
for the Dutch and Belgian peoples. The Minister of War,
M. Daladier, mistrustful by nature, wondered if he ought
not to have banned the risky plan in favour of the prudent
one.
At the Prime Minister's office, M. Paul Reynaud had
been since early morning in great political activity. On
the brink of resignation the day before, as we have seen,
he would in all probability have actually had to resign
on the following Tuesday. Now it was May loth. Let
us not forget that fact.
The day before, M. Reynaud and M. Daladier, violently
at loggerheads over the question of the High Command